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CITY OF CUSTER CITY 
COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS- REGULAR SESSION 

AUGUST 20, 2007 
Mayor Harold D. Stickney called to order the second regular meeting of the Common Council for the 

month of August, 2007 at 5:35 p.m.  Present at roll call were Councilpersons Murphey, Boyer, Pischke, Starr, 
Culberson (5:55), and Chris Beesley, City Attorney.  The Pledge of Allegiance was stated.  
AGENDA 

The Finance Officer requested additions to the agenda of wage adjustments, status change, and 
Rotary Raffle Request.  Councilperson Murphey moved to approve the agenda as amended.  Seconded by 
Councilperson Pischke, the motion unanimously carried. 
MINUTES 

Councilperson Pischke moved, with a second by Councilperson Murphey, to approve the minutes from 
the August 6th, 2007 Regular meeting.  The motion carried.  Councilperson Starr abstained. 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 No direct conflicts were stated. 
DEPARTMENT HEAD DISCUSSION 

Bob Morrison, Public Works Director, discussed the problems with the rain; from the pool being filled 
up water and mud to the Streets needing gravel put back; the newly graded roads losing gravel; but the 
upside is the drainage work that was completed did help in those areas.  The Wastewater Treatment plant did 
well and handled all the additional drainage.  The clean up is going good and several things will be better 
than before.  The Street Sweeper is horrible and the working one day and not working one day for repairs with 
additional parts being needed now.  The Mayor asked about getting a new one and Bob stated it would be at 
least a month out.   

Bob reported on the guys going to Huron Federal Surplus and they brought back the $5000 1980 
International 1800 and a $1200 900 gallon oil distributor which will be used for chip seals.  We already have a 
packer for the chip seal projects so the only other equipment needed would be two tailgate spreaders with a 
quote of $3500 each.  We could probably do the projects for around 75¢ per sq yd versus a contracting amount 
of $1.75.   

Rex Harris, Community Development Director, discussed the drainage problems addressed prior to 
the storm and we are now looking at the additional spots that have shown up.   

The Rally vendors were happy even though they were down some but it’s not too bad based on other 
events that have been down 5 to 15%; most of the return vendors will be back again.   

The 5th Street Corridor Committee has been meeting and now has a philosophy for traffic flow with 2 
lanes up and 1 down with a turn lane up to Harney.  From Harney to Montgomery there would be a transition 
to 1 up and 1 down with a turn lane.  The difference between the old plans and the new ones would be 
$150,000 cost to the City.  Also, by having a portion of the millings from DOT and then incorporate the 
pavement of Washington Street with DOT’s project, the cost would be around $200,000; this would save 
around $550,000 to complete Washington Street.   
SECOND READING – ORDINANCE #641 – BOND SCHEDULE 
 Councilperson Starr moved to adopt Ordinance #641 Bond Schedule.  Seconded by Councilperson 
Murphey, the motion unanimously carried with Councilperson Starr, Pischke, Murphey, Culberson, and Boyer 
voting yes. 
GOLDEN WEST UPDATE 
 Greg Olson introduced Rick Reed, Cablevision Manager, who discussed the improvement of the off 
channels by getting rid of the “off air” feeds and getting direct feeds from the studios.  Since Custer is the 
“head end” for this end of the State, we need to have this completed which should be by the end of September; 
Hi-Def will also be improved.   
 Greg discussed their Board decision to expand the Coop and include all communities who have not 
been brought in before.  The consultants have been working to gather the data which is slow process and they 
have been working with finance also.  Greg did want to make note that the rates may not be any lower but it 
would help to have the capitol credits.  Also, hopefully by the 2008 Annual meeting, they will have the 
information for their Board to act on and then implementation would probably be in 2009.   
 Greg also discussed that by the first of next year, they should have the bundles, “Triple Play 
Packages”, ready to be marketed; they are also looking at the cost of business bundles.   
 Councilperson Starr wondered if they were burying all the cable in the new subdivisions which Greg 
stated they are.  Discussion was held on the new camera and there are still some issues regarding the clarity.  
Greg stated they would have someone look into this and get things straightened out.   
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BROWN BAG LICENSE - CHAMBER 
 The Chamber submitted a Brown Bag Request for the Mickelson Trail Trek at Harbach Park on 
September 13th, 2007.  Councilperson Boyer moved to approve the Brown Bag License.  Seconded by 
Councilperson Pischke, the motion unanimously carried. 
PAMIDA SURVEY 
 The Mayor discussed the Pamida Survey, the letters received along with the surveys, and that the 
final count came in at 338 For and 11 Against.  He also informed everyone that their will be a meeting with 
the people from Pamida at 2 p.m. at Coldwell Banker this Thursday and this will be an advertised meeting of 
the Council so all can attend.  Councilperson Boyer mentioned that the results of the survey should be sent to 
Pamida as well as the developers.   
TIF DISTRICT PROPOSAL 
 Discussion was held on a possible Community TIF District that could be used to improve Custer.  
There will be more information as to some specifics of creating that length of district.   
ROTARY RAFFLE REQUEST 
 The Custer Rotary Club submitted a request to sell fundraising booklets for Monday Night Football 
Games which would run from August 20 to January 8th, 2008.  Discussion was held by the Finance Officer and 
City Attorney that clubs are to have their requests in 30 days prior to starting the Raffle.  Councilperson 
Murphey moved to approve this request.  Seconded by Councilperson Culberson, the motion unanimously 
carried. 
CONTRACT NAME CHANGE  
 enVision Design submitted a letter stating that their name has been changed to FourFront Design, 
Inc. and that all contracts would be amended to make this name and address change.  Councilperson Murphey 
moved to approve this request.  Seconded by Councilperson Starr, the motion unanimously carried. 
LIQUOR STORE QUARTERLY REPORT 
 The Council acknowledged the Finance Officer’s presentation of the 2nd Quarter Profit & Loss Report 
which shows a decrease in the profits for this quarter.  There have been some changes which should bring the 
profit back up.  
CUSTER CRUISIN COMMITTEE 
 The Mayor acknowledged the resignation of Councilperson Culberson from the Custer Cruisin 
Committee and thanked him for his excellent job and great service.  Councilperson Culberson stated that he 
felt it was time to move on and to have other people involved.  He would like to see more of the business 
community involved.  The Mayor then appointed Pam Bilbruck to the Committee and stated that she will be a 
valuable addition to the Committee. 
MERIT INCREASE 
 Rex discussed the proposed increase for John Gilliland from $9.01 to $10.50 per hour due to his 
involvement in Custer Cruisin, working with code enforcement, the GIS system, and his mapping capabilities.  
Councilperson Murphey moved to approve this increase.  Seconded by Councilperson Pischke, the motion 
unanimously carried. 
PAVEMENT PROJECT CHANGE ORDER 
 Rex discussed this change order which is due to adding on the section of Gordon Street that wasn’t 
completed with the water project; this is a better price.  Councilperson Culberson moved to approve this 
change order.  Seconded by Councilperson Pischke, the motion unanimously carried. 
REVISIONARY CLAUSE 
 First Western Bank requested a change for the Resolution which deeded property to the Custer 
Community Health Services Board.  They would like to have it state the property will be used for medical 
facilities including ambulances and that they would have security interest in the building.  The Council 
thought this would be possible and directed the City Attorney to draft a resolution for the next meeting. 
WATER PROJECT FINAL CHANGE ORDER 
 The Council was presented with the final change order for Site Work Specialists with a decrease of 
$118,583.78.   Councilperson Murphey moved to approve this Final Change Order.  Seconded by 
Councilperson Pischke, the motion unanimously carried. 
2008 BUDGET DISCUSSION 
 The Council received budget sheets with an overview of the proposed amounts for the General Fund 
with additional items budgeted as follows: mitigation grant start up dollars $100,000; alley and entrance 
drainage $6,000; street sweeper if not purchased in 2007 $230,000; swimming pool repairs $12,000; Way Park 
Restrooms $10,000; Washington Street pavement $200,000.  Discussion was also held on the need to work 
with the Fire Department in providing the annual fireworks display which runs about $8,000.  The estimated 



 3

expenses exceed the projected revenues by approximately $618,000; revenue adjustments will be looked at and 
the staff is directed to present the wish list as needed.  The first reading of the 2008 appropriations ordinance 
will be at the next regular meeting in September. 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 Rex discussed the YMCA windows and waiting on estimates so there will be specifications together for 
RFP’s.   
CLAIMS 
 Councilperson Boyer moved, with a seconded by Councilperson Murphey, with the concurrence of 
Councilperson Culberson signing all vouchers, to approve the claims.  The motion unanimously carried. 
AFLAC, Insurance Premiums, $360.38 
American Linen, Repair & Maintenance, $252.69 
Bituminous Paving, Paving Project, $121116.60 
BH Power, Utilities, $8514.93 
Castle Cleaning, Repair & Maintenance, $560 
Century Business, Supplies, $162.28 
Chadron Wholesale, Supplies, $1133.91 
Custer Chamber of Commerce, Supplies, $200 
Custer community Health System, Sales Tax Subsidy, $40519.08 
Custer County Market, Supplies, $65.15 
Dakota Backup, Professional Services, $54.04 
Eagles Sales, Supplies, $12478.85 
First Western Bank, TIF Payment, $1556.21 
First Western Insurance, Insurance Premium, $11629 
Fisher Beverage, Supplies, $11645.80 
Fresh Start Convenience, Supplies, $1457.61 
Hauff Mid-America Sports, City Recreation, $61.75 
Kimball Midwest, Supplies, $173.55 
M&B Enterprises, Supplies, $42 
One call Systems, Supplies, $43 
Quill Corporation, Supplies, $26.87 
Republic National Distributing, Supplies, $13836.92 
Sander Sanitation Service, Repair & Maintenance, $7500.99 
SD Retirement, $4435.43 
SD St Executive Mgmt Finance, Utilities, $33.13 
Site Work Specialists, Water Project, $83584.70 
Supplemental Retirement, $305 
The Ice House, Supplies, $557.64 
Wellmark, Insurance Premiums, $6243.50 
Witt’s Heating, Repair & Maintenance, $153 
SD Dept of Revenue, Sales Tax, $551.58 
SD Secretary of State, Fees, $25 
Child Support Payment Center, $314.54 
Federal Withholding, $3719.91 
FICA, $5176.43 
Medicare, $1210.62 
SD Retirement, $4740.43 
Total Claims $344,442.52 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 Councilperson Starr moved, with a second by Councilperson Pischke, to go into and out of a personnel 
executive session at 7:52 p.m.  The motion unanimously carried.  The session adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
WAGE ADJUSTMENT & STATUS CHANGE 
 The Finance Officer requested the approval of Carl Anderson’s wage to $9.24 per hour effective July 
1st, 2007 which was misprinted before.  She also requested the status change of Kim Conwell from temporary 
to part-time with a wage increase to $9.24 per hour effective August 20th, 2007.  Bob requested the annual 
merit increase for Jerry Hewitt to Step 2 at $11.82 per hour effective August 7, 2007.  Councilperson Starr 
moved to approve the adjustments and status change.  Seconded by Councilperson Murphey, the motion 
unanimously carried. 
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 Councilperson Murphey moved to approve the Finance Officer’s request for termination of an 
employee.  Seconded by Councilperson Pischke, the motion unanimously carried. 
ADJOURNMENT 
 With no further business, Mayor Stickney adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 
 
ATTEST:      CITY OF CUSTER CITY 
 
Christine Redden     Harold D. Stickney 
Finance Officer      Mayor 


