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Common Name Scientific Name 

Suitability 
for Custer 

A = Well Suited 
B= Moderate 
C= Marginal 

Tolerance Size, Form, & Other Information 
(see also: : http://sdda.sd.gov/Forestry/programs-services/Tree-

List.aspx  
Drought 

Alkaline 
Soil 

American Hornbeam Carpinus caroliniana C M M 20-30', Spreading, Irregular, Zones 3b-9 

Ash, Green Fraxinus pennsylvanica C   Ash species not recommended due to the emerald ash borer!  

Aspen, Quaking or Trembling Populus tremuloides A M G 40-60', Pyramidal to Rounded, Zones 1-6(7). Prone to suckering. 

Birch Betula populifolia, B. papyrifera and B. nigra B G M 
30-40’. Zone 3. Adaptable. All cultivars have light colored bark and 
attractive foliage. ‘Whitespire Sr.’ is resistant to bronze birch borer. 

Black Locust, Purple Robe Robinia pseudoacacia 'Purple Robe' B G G 50', Oval, Pink Flowers, Spines, Seed Pods, Zones 4-8(9) 

Boxelder Acer negundo A G G 40-50', Rounded, Broad, Zones 3-9 

Boxelder, Sensation Acer negundo ‘Sensation’ B G G 30-40’, Rounded, Red Fall Color, Zones 2-7(5) 

Chokecherry, Amur Prunus maackii A M M 
20-30', Rounded, Fruit, Showy Bark, Zones 3a-6. Prone to 
sprouting. 

Chokecherry, Schubert (Canada 
red cherry) 

Prunus virginiana 'Schubert' A G G 
20-25', Pyramidal, Purple Leaves, Zones 2-6. Prone to black knot 
disease. Other resistant varieties are available. 

Canada Cherry, Sand Cherry 
(Tree Form) 

Prunus x cistena A P M 
7-10’, Small spread, reddish-purple leaves, Fragrant flowers, fruit. 
Also called Purpleleaf Sand Cherry, Zones 3-7 

Crabapple Cultivars 

 Corralburst 

 Pink Spires 

 Prairiefire 

 Dolgo 

Malus spp. 
Malus ‘Corralburst’ 
Malus ‘Pink Spires’ 
Malus ‘Prairiefire’ 
Malus ‘Dolgo’ 

A M M 
10-30', Upright/Rounded, Fruit, Zones 4-7. ‘Dolgo’ and ‘Pink Spires’ 
are prone to apple scab; ‘Corralburst’ more resistant. Fruits prized 
by birds, but can be inconvenient for some lawn-keepers. 

Douglas-fir, Rocky Mountain Pseudotsuga menziesii var. glauca C G G 40-50', Upright, Zones 3b-4. May frost in low areas. 

Elms, Hybrid 

 Accolade® 

 Discovery 

 Triumph TM 

 Vanguard TM 

 
Ulmus davidiana var. japonica x wilsoniana 
'Morton' 
U. d. var. j. 'Discovery'  
U. d. var. j. ‘Morton Glossy’ 
U. d. var. j. x U. pumila ‘Morton Plainsman’ 

A 

 
M 
M 
M 
M 

 
M 
M 
M 
M 

 
35-70', Upright/Loosely Rounded, Disease Resistant, Zones 2-7 
35-40', Upright, Disease Resistant, Zones 4-5 
60', Upright, Disease Resistant, Zones 2-7 
40-50', Loosely Rounded, Disease Resistant, Zones 4-9 

Gingko Cultivars Ginkgo biloba C M G 40-60', Pyramidal, Narrow/Broad, Non Fruiting, Zones 4-8(9) 

Hackberry, Common Celtis occidentalis B G G 50-75', Broad, Zones 3-9 

Hawthorn, Crimson Cloud Crataegus laevigata ‘Crimson Cloud’ A G G 15', Rounded, Red and White Flowers, Thornless, Fruit, Zones 4-7 

Hawthorn, Thornless Cockspur Crataegus crus-galli var. inermis A G G 15-20', Rounded, Spreading, Fruit, Zones 4-7 

Hawthorn, Russian 
Crataegus ambigua A G G 

Small trees grows to 15 to 20 feet. Zone 4. Resists cedar apple 
rust. Prefers full sun. Tolerates drought and compacted clay soil. 

Honeylocust, Thornless 

 Northern Acclaim® 
Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis ‘Harve’ A G M 

35-45', Upright to Spreading, Podless, Thornless, Zones 4-9.  
Northern Acclaim is resistant to canker diseases; others are not. 

Hophornbeam, American 
(Ironwood) 

Ostrya virginiana B G M 20-30', Spreading, Irregular, Zones 3-9. Produces a lot of seed. 

Juniper, Rocky Mountain 
Juniperus scopularum 
Mt. Batten, Wichita blue or Skyrocket varieties 

A G G 
Prefer well-drained sites. Prone to cedar apple rust. Locally 
common on dry sites.  Berries used by birds. 

http://sdda.sd.gov/Forestry/programs-services/Tree-List.aspx
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Kentucky Coffeetree Gymnocladus dioica B M M 50-60', Open, Spreading, Large Flowers, Pods, Zones 3-8 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Suitability 
for Custer 

A = Well Suited 
B= Moderate 
C= Marginal 

Tolerance 

Size, Form, and Other Information 
Drought 

Alkaline 
Soil 

Larch, European Larix decidua C G G 40-50', Upright, Zones 3-6 

Lilac, Ivory Silk Japanese Tree Syringa reticulata ‘Ivory Silk’ A M M 25', Compact, Oval, Ivory Flowers, Zones 3-7 

Lilac, Japanese Tree  Syringa reticulata A M M 25', Spreading, Zones 3-7 

Linden, American & Cultivars 

 SentryTM , Frontyard®, 
Redmond, & Boulevard 

Tilia americana 

 ‘McKSentry’, ‘Bailyard’, ‘Redmond’ & 
‘Boulevard’ 

B M M 
 
40-75', Rounded/Pyramidal, Fragrant Flowers, Zones 3-8(9) 
 

Linden, Harvest Gold Mongolian Tilia mongolica 'Harvest Gold' B M M 30-40', Upright, Oval, Zones 3-5(6) 

Linden, Littleleaf and Cultivars Tilia cordata B M M 35-45', Pyramidal, Broad, Fragrant Flowers, Zones 3-7 

Maple, Amur (tree form) Acer ginnala C M M 
15-20', Rounded, Fall Color, Zones 3-8. ‘Flame’ and other cultivars 
available. Prone to frost damage. Chlorotic on alkaline soils. 

Maple, Black Acer nigrum C G M 50-75', Upright, Fall Color, Zones 4-8. Prone to frost damage. 

Maple, Freeman (cultivars) Acer xfreemanii (A. rubrum x A. saccharinum) C M M 
50-60', Upright to Oval, Fall Color, Zones 3-9. Prone to frost 
damage. 

Maple, Hot Wings® Tatarian Acer tataricum 'GarAnn' C M G 20-25', Oval, Fall Color, Zones 3-8. Prone to frost damage. 

Maple, Pacific Sunset® Acer truncatum x A. platanoides ‘Warrenred’  C G M 
30', Upright, Spreading, Rounded, Fall Color, 4b-8. Prone to frost 
damage. 

Maple, State Street® Acer miyabei ‘Morton’ C G G 20-25', Pyramidal, Zones 4-7. Prone to frost damage. 

Mountain Ash, Oakleaf Sorbus xhybrida (S. aria x S. aucuparia) B M M 
30', Upright, Oval, Fruit (bird favored), Fireblight Resistant, Zones 
3(4)-5. Short-lived.  

Mountain Ash, European Sorbus aucuparia B M P 
20-30’ Upright to Rounded, Flowers, Fruit, Zones 3-6. Soil pH okay 
for Custer. Sunscald on young thin barked trees. 

Oak, Bur Quercus macrocarpa A G G 60-80', Rounded, Broad, Zones 3-8 

Oak, Mongolian Quercus mongolica B G G 30-50’. Rosy-red fall color; retains leaves into winter. Zone 2-3. 

Pine, Austrian Pinus nigra A M M 
40-60’, pyramidal to broad. Winter salt spray tolerant, bold texture, 
attractive white-green “candles” in spring. Diplodia tip blight is a 
potential problem. Zone 4-7.  

Pine, Ponderosa Pinus ponderosa A G G 60-80', Upright, Zones 3-7 

Pine, Scotch Pinus sylvestris A G M 30-50', Pyramidal to Broad, Zones 3-7 

Plum, Newport 
Prunus 'Newport' (P. ‘Omaha’ x P. cerasifera 
‘Pissardii’) 

A M M 15-20', Rounded, Purple Leaves, Flowers, Fruit, Zones 4(5)-8 

Poplar, Narrowleaf   Populus angustifolia A P M 
50-60’, Slender, Weak wood and branch structure, Zones 3-9. 
Shallow roots may surface. Avoid planting where falling branches 
are a hazard. 

Poplar, Siouxland 
Populus deltoides ‘Siouxland’ 
(additional option: Populus balsamifera) 

A M M 

65-75’, Pyramidal, ‘cottonless’ cottonwood, Zones 2-9.  Rust 
resistant, but prone to cankers, is short lived (expect about 20 
years). Shallow roots. Not recommended where falling branches 
could be a hazard. 
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Tree species list (does not include shrubs) originally prepared by Samantha Wangsgard, State of South Dakota Community Forester, in cooperation with Dave Thom and 
Steve Pischke, foresters (City volunteers), and Jeff Prior, Dakota Greens of Custer, South Dakota with review by Dr. John Ball, Extension Forester, South Dakota State 
University. The list was subsequently revised in April 2014 by a review team of: Andy Bernard, Jeff Prior, Tanya Olson, Marie Curtin, and Dave Thom.  A State-wide tree list 
published by the State of South Dakota Department of Agriculture, Division of Resource Conservation and Forestry (SDDA RC&F) is available at: 
http://sdda.sd.gov/Forestry/programs-services/Tree-List.aspx.  
 
Prior to selecting species not listed above, consultation with a State of South Dakota Community Forester and/or other professionals familiar with the growth requirements for 
planting site(s) is highly recommended. Species selected as part of the State of South Dakotas Urban and Community Forestry Challenge Grant must be reviewed and 
approved by a State of South Dakota Community Forester (Andy Bernard at andy.bernard@state.sd.us or 605-394-5195).  
 
Hardiness zones from USDA – Custer is located within Plant Hardiness Zone 4b (http://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/PHZMWeb/ ), however hardiness zone is not a good 
indicator of tree survival and success in Custer.  Local topography and elevation affects temperature extremes more than broad temperature trends used for hardiness zone 
determination. Hillside slopes and elevated areas are warmer than valley bottoms where cold air settles. Custer can have extreme late-spring and early autumn freezes when 
trees are not fully dormant thus affecting survival and growth. 
 

Acidic soil = a soil with a pH of less than 7 on a scale of 1 to 14; Alkaline soil = a soil with a pH of more than 7 on a scale of 1 to 14. P = Poor, M = Moderate, G = Good.  Soil in 

Custer is generally suitable for the tree species listed above.  Soil pH ranges from 6.3 to 7.2. (NRCS Custom Soil Resource Report for Custer and Pennington Counties Area, 
Black Hills Parts, South Dakota, provided by Deanna Reyher, USFS, 11/28/11) 
 

Serviceberry, Autumn 
Brilliance® 

Amelanchier x graniflora ‘Autumn Brilliance’ A M M 20-25', Rounded, Flowering, Fruit, Fall Color, Zones 3-9 

Spruce, Black Hills Picea glauca var. densata A G G 30-60', Upright, Zones 2-6 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Suitability 
for Custer 

A = Well Suited 
B= Moderate 
C= Marginal 

Tolerance 

Size, Form, and Other Information 
Drought 

Alkaline 
Soil 

Spruce, Colorado Blue Picea pungens var. glauca C M G 
30-60', Upright, Color - blue to green, Zones 3-7. Blue cultivars: 
Hoopsii, Mission Blue, and Thompson. “Green spruce” stays green. 

Spruce, Meyer’s Picea meyeri B G G 40'+, Upright, Wide, Zone 3-8 

Viburnum, Nannyberry  Viburnum lentago A M M 12-30’, Multi-stemmed, Irregular to Round Shape, Zones 2-8 

Willow Species Salix spp.  A M M 
30-50', Rounded to Oval, Wide Spreading, Zone 2-8(9). Consider 
‘Prairie Cascade’.  Roots a problem for drain fields. 

http://sdda.sd.gov/Forestry/programs-services/Tree-List.aspx
mailto:andy.bernard@state.sd.us
http://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/PHZMWeb/

